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The U. S. Federal Census of 1940 indicates Earl L. Francis was the 

only son of Earl and Mary Francis. Named after his father, young 

Earl had  three sisters and was listed as an eight-year-old residing 

in Washington, D. C.  
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Earl L. Francis had his first reported encounter with Arizona officialdom at the 
Chicago Store at 105  W. Congress St. in Tucson, AZ.  He broke a store window with 

the heel of his cowboy boot in order to get at watches and cameras in May of 
1953. He told the court “he was fouled up” and was given a suspended sentence. 

(age 22)  
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The Sockdolager Rapids of the Colorado River, where Earl L. Francis lost his canoe 

and supplies, but saved his dog “Cadillac”. Both Earl and his dog floated, hiked, 

and swam over nine miles in three days and were rescued by Phantom Ranch 

employees at the nearby bridge. May of 1959. (age 27)
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A seventeen-foot aluminum canoe such as this one was used by Earl L. Francis in 

his attempt to complete a journey down the Colorado River of Arizona’s Grand 

Canyon. It took Earl two days to hike and carry his recently purchased canoe up 

and out of the Grand Canyon after his rescue.  May of 1959. (Age 27) 
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A 1950 British built MG sports car such as this one was offered for sale in 

Tucson newspapers for $250 by Earl L. Francis at the COD Ranch in Oracle, AZ;  

then owned by Elna Huggett and her daughter Wilma.

August of 1962. (age 31)
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Earl Linwood Francis, (without beard), posed in front of his wooden 
platform with his tent; likely at his mining claim near Oracle, AZ

(Courtesy of Traci Lemaster) 
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(Caption)--- “An eight-foot-deep hole behind miner Earl Francis’ laboriously built mountain top home 
may hold the answer to his future there. The 33-year-old miner says the shaft is the start of a gold 

mine. Forest Ranger John Waters explains the law which permits a home to be built at a mine – if the 
mine is valid. Francis’ only equipment is a pick & shovel. He crushes the ore with a hammer.” 

(Arizona Daily Star - 2/21/65) Photo by Bob Thomas
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(Caption)--- “In contemplative mood at his picture window overlooking the San Pedro Valley.  

Earl Francis enjoys solitude and the company of a dog and cat who live with him on $30 a 

month. Francis built the cabin to escape punching a clock and other pressures of modern 

living. Bottles on table hold a strong wine made from prickly pear cactus fruit.” 

(Arizona Daily Star - 2/21/65) Photo by Bob Thomas

9



(Caption)--- “Gazing at globe hanging in his mountaintop home of stone and glass, Francis 

says he wouldn’t trade his place for any in the world. The gold miner’s abode has running 

water, refrigerator, lights and TV, and cost less than $500 to build. 

His view of the valley is a grand one.”  

(Arizona Daily Star - 2/21/65) (age 34) Photo by Bob Thomas
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An out of focus snapshot of Earl Linwood Francis (on left), 

and his dog “Cadillac”, with three unidentified visitors at his cabin 

on his “Triangle Dot” mining claim.  

(Courtesy of Oracle Historical Society)  
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Les Nauman, owner of High Jinks Ranch located southwest of the cabin built by Earl 

Francis, reported hearing the sound of the Dynamite blast which killed Francis on 

August 15, 1966. He also reported his discovery of  Earl’s wallet  hidden behind a picture 

frame on the fireplace mantle at Nauman’s High Jinks Ranch.

(from article by Kem D. Mansager - San Manuel Miner – 8/22/74)  



Arizona Driver’s License

 Expires - “1968” 

Earl Linwood Francis, Age 34, Oracle AZ

 (Courtesy of Traci LeMaster)
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Arizona State Game and Fish Commission

Arizona Fishing License “1966”

Earl L. Francis, Oracle, AZ

(Courtesy of Traci LeMaster)



Arizona Small Mine Operators Assn.

Membership Card – Dues Paid for “1966”

Earl L. Francis, Oracle, AZ

 (Courtesy of Traci LeMaster)
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Newspaper Article; March 24, 1965; (Arizona Daily Star)

The Arizona Small Mine Operators Assn., of which Earl Francis was a member, 
held a meeting with federal officials to discuss inconsistent application of 1872 

mining laws used to determine validity of  claims.

• The issue was the “extremely flexible” marketability test for  determining the 
validity of claims.

• The “prudent man test” (that a claim need not be commercial but should justify a 
prudent man in spending time and money to develop a paying mine), “is gradually 

being supplanted by a test  for marketability – and the marketability concept needs to 
be re-examined by the government”

•  

These issues, as were reported to have been discussed, were the overriding concerns 
and concepts facing Earl Francis in determining the validity of his Oracle area mining 

claims. Earl held that he was indeed a “prudent man” and  by earning $30 dollars a 
month from his claims, he did therefore have a viable gold mining claim.

• The regulations in force at the time of his dispute with the various  federal agencies 
relied heavily on the “marketability” concept as opposed to the “prudent man” 

concept previously utilized for claim validation.

• Hence, his claims were deemed invalid, additionally he was ordered to remove the 
cabin he had constructed and vacate the federal lands.   



Handmade leather card case with “Triangle Dot”,

 from the wallet of Earl L. Francis,

with group of his  “Silversmith” business cards.

(Courtesy of Traci LeMaster)

17



Top to Bottom…Handmade Items by Earl Francis;

 Christmas Card, Silver Bracelet Charms, & Business Card.

As currently displayed at Acadia Ranch Museum   

 (Courtesy of Traci LeMaster)

18



Painting of San Xavier Mission by Night

By Earl Francis

From table top surface of cabinet

(Courtesy of Traci LeMaster)
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Floral still life by Earl Francis attached to door of cabinet 
he constructed from wood salvaged from wooden fruit crates. 

As currently displayed at Acadia Ranch Museum 
(Courtesy of Traci Lemaster)



(Caption)--- “This is the Earl Francis home which he built himself after hauling all the 

materials up a high hill – mostly on his back. The stone section in the foreground was his  

bedroom; the portion with the wide windows was the living room. 

The view from this site in any direction is marvelous.” 

(San Manuel Miner – August 1966)
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(Caption)--- “Deputy Sheriff Al Lawson, right, and another searcher look over the area where 

Earl Francis died in a blast of dynamite three weeks ago. The cleared area in back of, and 

between the men is where the blast took place. It has been figured that since no crater was 

caused by the explosion, Francis  was probably standing up at the time  

the Dynamite went off.”  (San Manuel Miner – August 1966)
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(Caption)--- “This is all that was left of one of Francis’ boots after the blast which claimed his 

life. The other boot was never found. The largest of the remaining pieces of clothing was about 

the size of a pants’ pocket, and the largest portion of the dead man himself was smaller than 

half the size of that torn chunk of leather above.” 

(San Manuel Miner – August 1966) (Age 35)
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A painting such as this was reportedly found among the 
personal effects of the late

Earl Linwood Francis
 

? = LIFE
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Francis Lane in Oracle, Arizona extends from “American Ave.”, north to 

“New Highway 77”, a distance of about one quarter mile. The intersection 

is marked by the locally famous “Rusty Tooth”. (at the dentist’s office)

Is Francis Lane named after Earl L. Francis?
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The green “Forest Service” gate on the south side of Cody Loop Road is

the access point to Twin Ponds Road, and then to the westward trail to the

 top of  the regional landmark known as “Francis Mountain.” 

The appearance of this  area has been altered by the Cody Fire of 2025.  
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The Death Certificate of Earl L. Francis 

Of the boxes filled in by the medical examiner, numbers 18A and 23A stand out. 

#18A, Disease or Condition Leading to Death - Dynamite Explosion!

Interval Between Onset and Death - Immediate!

#23A, Suicide – Blew self with Dynamite!
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The death of Earl Francis was reported nationally in newspapers across the nation. The 

regional weekly newspaper, The San Manuel Miner, reported receiving telephone inquires 

from reporters from around the country. This led to “editorial” reports  

in political publications such as “Left & Right.” – “A Journal of Libertarian Thought.” 
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The below is an excerpt taken from the politically focused volume 

titled “Left and Right” – “A Journal of Libertarian Thought”

“1965 – 1968” 

written and edited by Murray N. Rothbard.  
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(From article by Kem D. Mansager - San Manuel Miner – October 3 , 1974)

(Caption) --- “In the mountain home he built for himself near Oracle, 

Earl takes up palette and brush.” 

(Photo Prior to August of 1966)
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In August & October of 1974, Kem D. Mansager wrote 2 articles for the San Manuel Miner 

based on his memories and on interviews with individuals who knew Mr. Francis.  

The author, then age 29, was the son of Dewane Mansager, editor of the newspaper.  

Young Mansager’s name was absent from regional newspapers until December,1995, 

when at age 50, he was reported as “wanted” on arrest warrants based upon credible 

threats to execute the Santa Claus at various shopping malls in Tucson, AZ. 

(Arizona Daily Star – 12/16/95) Age 50
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Young Traci LeMaster, at the formal unveiling of the mountain top  

memorial dedicated  to her great uncle, the late Earl Linwood Francis.

 (circa early 1970’s) 

(Note the dark cover cloth resting on the top of the Granite boulder) 
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The “Memorial” plaque placed at the site of the death of Earl Francis. 

Creators of the memorial are presently unknown, but were likely true friends who wished to 

remember him in death as well as in life. The last line of the text gives the definitive name 

to his mountain top home. --- “Francis Mountain.”
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Francis Mountain Memorial
A Direct Transcription 

EARL FRANCiS

HiS LiFE ENDED ON THiS MOUNTAiN. HE COULD

NOT BEAR TO SEE HiS HOME DESTROYED HiS

FAiH iN FELLOWMAN AND ALL THE THiNGS HiS

FLAG SO PROUDLY FLOWN. STOOD FOR BY ORDER

OF GOVERNMENT PERSONEL. HiS MOTTO COULD

WELL HAVE BEEN.  “LiVE AND LET LiVE”. AND

HiS LiFE THE GOLDEN RULE. ALL FOUND HiM

LOYAL; GENEROUS; iNDUSTRiOUS; AND SELF RELiANT;

MAY HiS SOUL FIND TRANGUiLiTY iN

ANOTHER PLACE AS BEAUTIFUL AS THiS

FRANCiS MOUNTAiN.

……………



Photograph from A Related Obituary
Arizona Daily Star…(9/7/2014)

John W. Waters
Coronado National Forest District Ranger  (August 1966)
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John W. Waters;

He was the official who was tasked with communicating 
governmental regulations and decisions to Earl Francis.

born 8/30/1923….died 12/10/2014
Age 90

 
“John served his country in the Army Air Corp. as a B-17 Fortress waist 

gunner in WW II.”

 “He worked for the US Forest Service for 30 years.” 
“He was the Ranger for the Catalina Mtns. in Tucson for 10 years.”

 “After retiring in Prescott, AZ he volunteered for Meals on Wheels for 22 
years,”

 “and was a founding member and sang in the  choir for Prescott 
Community Church”

.
 “He helped the Community Food Bank for many years as well.”



Epilogue – (a personal observation!)

-The break in with an arrest at the Chicago Store -

- The canoe trip and a rescue on the Colorado River -

- The home built and then lost on the Coronado National Forest –

 Each event resulted in contact with governmental officialdom.

The nature of these actions by Mr. Francis suggests to me…

 

 “Manic Depression”  now referred to as “Bi-Polar Disorder” ;

 -- Definition --
 

A mental state with periods of a deep depression and/or 

an unusually elevated mood;

lasting from days to weeks or even months”.

"individuals exhibiting such an imbalance often feel abnormally energetic and 

happy, or very irritable and depressed.”

 “Additionally, they often make impulsive decisions

 with little regard for the consequences”

Such as…Standing on a Case of Dynamite with a Burning Fuse!!! 
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End of Presentation
Thank You!

All contents and intellectual property
Copyright 2025 by Royal John Medley


	Slide 1: Earl Linwood Francis – An Arizona Life-7/25/1931 – 8/15/1966 All contents and intellectual property  copyright; 2025 by Royal John Medley Arizona  Daily Star Photo by Bob Thomas- 1966)
	Slide 2: The U. S. Federal Census of 1940 indicates Earl L. Francis was the only son of Earl and Mary Francis. Named after his father, young Earl had  three sisters and was listed as an eight-year-old residing in Washington, D. C.  
	Slide 3: Earl L. Francis had his first reported encounter with Arizona officialdom at the Chicago Store at 105  W. Congress St. in Tucson, AZ.  He broke a store window with the heel of his cowboy boot in order to get at watches and cameras in May of 1953.
	Slide 4: The Sockdolager Rapids of the Colorado River, where Earl L. Francis lost his canoe and supplies, but saved his dog “Cadillac”. Both Earl and his dog floated, hiked, and swam over nine miles in three days and were rescued by Phantom Ranch employee
	Slide 5: A seventeen-foot aluminum canoe such as this one was used by Earl L. Francis in his attempt to complete a journey down the Colorado River of Arizona’s Grand Canyon. It took Earl two days to hike and carry his recently purchased canoe up and out o
	Slide 6: A 1950 British built MG sports car such as this one was offered for sale in Tucson newspapers for $250 by Earl L. Francis at the COD Ranch in Oracle, AZ;  then owned by Elna Huggett and her daughter Wilma. August of 1962. (age 31)
	Slide 7: Earl Linwood Francis, (without beard), posed in front of his wooden platform with his tent; likely at his mining claim near Oracle, AZ (Courtesy of Traci Lemaster) 
	Slide 8: (Caption)--- “An eight-foot-deep hole behind miner Earl Francis’ laboriously built mountain top home may hold the answer to his future there. The 33-year-old miner says the shaft is the start of a gold mine. Forest Ranger John Waters explains the
	Slide 9: (Caption)--- “In contemplative mood at his picture window overlooking the San Pedro Valley.  Earl Francis enjoys solitude and the company of a dog and cat who live with him on $30 a month. Francis built the cabin to escape punching a clock and ot
	Slide 10: (Caption)--- “Gazing at globe hanging in his mountaintop home of stone and glass, Francis says he wouldn’t trade his place for any in the world. The gold miner’s abode has running water, refrigerator, lights and TV, and cost less than $500 to bu
	Slide 11: An out of focus snapshot of Earl Linwood Francis (on left),  and his dog “Cadillac”, with three unidentified visitors at his cabin  on his “Triangle Dot” mining claim.   (Courtesy of Oracle Historical Society)  
	Slide 12
	Slide 13: Arizona Driver’s License  Expires - “1968”  Earl Linwood Francis, Age 34, Oracle AZ  (Courtesy of Traci LeMaster)
	Slide 14: Arizona State Game and Fish Commission Arizona Fishing License “1966” Earl L. Francis, Oracle, AZ (Courtesy of Traci LeMaster)
	Slide 15: Arizona Small Mine Operators Assn. Membership Card – Dues Paid for “1966” Earl L. Francis, Oracle, AZ  (Courtesy of Traci LeMaster)
	Slide 16: Newspaper Article; March 24, 1965; (Arizona Daily Star)  The Arizona Small Mine Operators Assn., of which Earl Francis was a member, held a meeting with federal officials to discuss inconsistent application of 1872 mining laws used to determine 
	Slide 17: Handmade leather card case with “Triangle Dot”,  from the wallet of Earl L. Francis, with group of his  “Silversmith” business cards. (Courtesy of Traci LeMaster)
	Slide 18: Top to Bottom…Handmade Items by Earl Francis;  Christmas Card, Silver Bracelet Charms, & Business Card. As currently displayed at Acadia Ranch Museum     (Courtesy of Traci LeMaster)
	Slide 19: Painting of San Xavier Mission by Night By Earl Francis From table top surface of cabinet (Courtesy of Traci LeMaster)
	Slide 20: Floral still life by Earl Francis attached to door of cabinet  he constructed from wood salvaged from wooden fruit crates.  As currently displayed at Acadia Ranch Museum  (Courtesy of Traci Lemaster)
	Slide 21: (Caption)--- “This is the Earl Francis home which he built himself after hauling all the materials up a high hill – mostly on his back. The stone section in the foreground was his  bedroom; the portion with the wide windows was the living room. 
	Slide 22: (Caption)--- “Deputy Sheriff Al Lawson, right, and another searcher look over the area where Earl Francis died in a blast of dynamite three weeks ago. The cleared area in back of, and between the men is where the blast took place. It has been fi
	Slide 23: (Caption)--- “This is all that was left of one of Francis’ boots after the blast which claimed his life. The other boot was never found. The largest of the remaining pieces of clothing was about the size of a pants’ pocket, and the largest porti
	Slide 24
	Slide 25: Francis Lane in Oracle, Arizona extends from “American Ave.”, north to “New Highway 77”, a distance of about one quarter mile. The intersection is marked by the locally famous “Rusty Tooth”. (at the dentist’s office) Is Francis Lane named after 
	Slide 26: The green “Forest Service” gate on the south side of Cody Loop Road is the access point to Twin Ponds Road, and then to the westward trail to the  top of  the regional landmark known as “Francis Mountain.”  The appearance of this  area has been 
	Slide 27: The Death Certificate of Earl L. Francis  Of the boxes filled in by the medical examiner, numbers 18A and 23A stand out.  #18A, Disease or Condition Leading to Death - Dynamite Explosion! Interval Between Onset and Death - Immediate! #23A, Suici
	Slide 28: The death of Earl Francis was reported nationally in newspapers across the nation. The regional weekly newspaper, The San Manuel Miner, reported receiving telephone inquires from reporters from around the country. This led to “editorial” reports
	Slide 29: The below is an excerpt taken from the politically focused volume titled “Left and Right” – “A Journal of Libertarian Thought” “1965 – 1968”  written and edited by Murray N. Rothbard.  
	Slide 30:  (From article by Kem D. Mansager - San Manuel Miner – October 3 , 1974) (Caption) --- “In the mountain home he built for himself near Oracle,  Earl takes up palette and brush.”  (Photo Prior to August of 1966)
	Slide 31
	Slide 32
	Slide 33: The “Memorial” plaque placed at the site of the death of Earl Francis.  Creators of the memorial are presently unknown, but were likely true friends who wished to remember him in death as well as in life. The last line of the text gives the defi
	Slide 34: Francis Mountain Memorial A Direct Transcription  
	Slide 35: Photograph from A Related Obituary Arizona Daily Star…(9/7/2014) John W. Waters Coronado National Forest District Ranger  (August 1966)
	Slide 36: John W. Waters;  He was the official who was tasked with communicating  governmental regulations and decisions to Earl Francis. born 8/30/1923….died 12/10/2014 Age 90   “John served his country in the Army Air Corp. as a B-17 Fortress waist gunn
	Slide 37:  Epilogue – (a personal observation!) -The break in with an arrest at the Chicago Store - - The canoe trip and a rescue on the Colorado River - - The home built and then lost on the Coronado National Forest –   Each event resulted in contact wit
	Slide 38: End of Presentation Thank You! All contents and intellectual property Copyright 2025 by Royal John Medley

